Hearing loss and vestibular dysfunction in childhood from the use of streptomycin in Albania.
With the entry of a large number of Albanians in the area of Epirus over the past 8 months, a significant number of children with hearing problems or deafness has been examined in the out patient ward of the University Hospital of Ioannina. From the Pediatric-Neurologic-Psychiatric and Otorhinolaryngologic examination of these children, 18 cases with hearing problems and vestibular dysfunction due to administration of streptomycin sulfate have been defined. This article reports the ototoxic drug which has been used and is still being used in Albania, the procedure of audiological and vestibular investigation, and the damage which has been evoked in the auditory and vestibular pathway of the children in whom it has been administered.